
Middle School Summer Reading Requirements:  

Summer 2018 

 

Students, 

    You have worked hard throughout this school year, and we know that to keep your 
reading skills where they are now, it is important to practice. This summer’s reading 
assignment is required and must be completed to the best of your ability. You will be 
discussing the books in class upon your return to school. Please do your best work and do not 
wait until the last minute to complete your two books and the corresponding assignments. 

    We hope that this will be fun for each of you. You may read with a parent, listen to an 
audio version of the book, or read on your own. Each of you must read two books. The first is 
The Chronicles of Narnia: The Magician’s Nephew by C. S. Lewis. Once you have read the 
book, you will need to complete the Discussion Questions for the book that are included in this 
packet. Feel free to talk through these questions with a parent or even dictate your answers if 
writing is difficult for you. Completing these questions ahead of time will help you contribute 
to your class discussion during the first week of school. 

    For the second book, you should choose one book from the list of choices. (See 
“Summer Reading Options—Your Choice”) Please pick a book you have not read previously. 
There are many wonderful books on the list. You will find books for many different reading 
levels and genres. There are books with fantasy, realism, adventure, sports, history, science 
fiction, suspense, and even poetry. There are classics on the list as well as some new books 
from 2016-2018 that have been awarded prizes for literature and are highly recommended by 
Tome Society, Goodreads, and Common Sense Media. The two newest Newbery award winners 
are on the list and I would recommend them highly. Once you have completed the book, you 
should fill out the book report response worksheet and begin one of the five projects listed in 
your packet. You will bring this project to school on the first day back. 

 You will also find in your packet some information about Lexile Levels that you should 
share with your parents in case they are not familiar with the system. 

 Any Title on the Summer Reading Options list with three asterisks *** indicates that 
there is an audio version available through MSA Overdrive.  

    For those of you who love reading, I encourage you to take part in one of the local 
reading programs at your library or bookstore. Many of these offer incentives such as free 
books, badges, and “fabulous prizes.” I have included the Barnes and Noble Summer Reading 
Journal at the end of this packet that you can fill out and turn in for a free book! 

    We look forward to discussing the books together when you return and seeing your 
project masterpieces. Enjoy your summer! 

Sincerely, 

Gretchen Beck
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The Magician’s Nephew Questions 

Please complete all questions (handwrite on lined paper or type on your 

computer and print) and be prepared to discuss these on the first week of school. 

1. Why do you think the author called Chapter One “The Wrong Door”? 

2.  “A voice had begun to sing. It was very far away and Digory found it hard to 

decide from what direction it was coming. Sometimes it seemed to come from 

all directions at once. Sometimes he almost thought it was coming out of the 

earth beneath them. Its lower notes were deep enough to be the voice of the 

earth herself. There were no words. It was hardly a tune. But it was beyond 

comparison, the most beautiful sound he had ever heard.” What does this 

quote describe? What was happening? What is the most beautiful sound that 

YOU have ever heard? 

3. Describe Aslan. Who does he represent to you? 

4. “What you see and what you hear depends a great deal on where you are 

standing. It also depends on what sort of person you are.” What did Digory 

see and hear when Aslan sang? What did Uncle Andrew see and hear? Why 

did Digory and Uncle Andrew see and hear the song differently?  

5. Should Aslan be angry at Digory? How did Digory bring evil into Asian's new 

world? Do you think that he should have been blamed? Explain.  

6. Describe the scene between the Witch and Digory in the garden on top of the 

hill. What does the Witch say to Digory that makes everything she has been 

saying sound “false and hollow”?   

Describe how Digory matures and changes in this story. What does he learn 
about obedience and selfishness? Is Digory a better person at the end of The 
Magician's Nephew than he was at the start? How has he changed for the better 
or for the worse?  
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Summer Reading Options 
 

Discussion Book – All students will read this book and answer the 
questions provided in this packet. 

 
The Magician’s Nephew by C.S. Lewis 
Lexile Level: 940L 
ISBN: 978-0694526192 
The Magician's Nephew is the first book of The Chronicles of Narnia...where the woods are 
thick and cool, where the Talking Beasts are called to life...a new world where the adventure 
begins. Digory and Polly meet and become friends one cold, wet summer in London. Their 
lives burst into adventure when Digory's Uncle Andrew, who thinks he is a magician, sends 
them hurtling to...somewhere else. They find their way to Narnia, newborn from the Lion's 
song, and encounter the evil sorceress Jadis, before they finally return home. (Fantasy) 
 
 

Your Choice – Choice ONE of the following books to read and then 
complete (1) the book response worksheet AND  (2) one project to the 

best of your ability. 
 
 
Soar by Joan Bauer 
Lexile Level: 510L 
ISBN: 978-0147513151 
Jeremiah is not one to let anything keep him down. Starting with his adoption by computer 
genius Walt, Jeremiah has looked on his life as a series of lucky breaks. When a weak heart 
keeps him from playing his beloved baseball, Jeremiah appoints himself the team coach. 
When Walt has to move for another new assignment, Jeremiah sees it as a great chance to 
explore a new town. But no sooner do they arrive than a doping scandal is revealed and the 
town feels betrayed and disgraced. Jeremiah takes it as his personal mission to restore the 
town's morale and help the teams bounce back and remember how to soar. Full of humor, 
heart, and baseball lore, Soar is Joan Bauer at her best. (Realistic Fiction; Sports-related) 
 
Mustaches for Maddie by Chad Morris and Shelly Brown 
Lexile Level: 560 
ISBN: 978-1629723303 
Twelve-year-old Maddie has a quirky sense of humor and loves making her classmates laugh 
by slapping on fake mustaches every chance she gets. Being funny gets her noticed by class 
queen Cassie, and things are looking up when Maddie is cast as Juliet in the school play. 
Maybe Juliet could wear a mustache? When Maddie starts tripping when she walks and her 
hand starts curling up at her side, her mom takes her to the doctor, who confirms Maddie has 
a brain tumor. In an instant, her world is turned upside down. Maddie doesn’t want anyone 
else to know. Especially Cassie, whose jealousy has turned to bullying. What about Maddie’s 
chance to play Juliet opposite the cutest boy in the sixth grade? What if the doctors can’t get 
the ugly tumor monster out of her brain? As Maddie’s surgery approaches, she wonders if her 
illness is giving her super powers because her imagination is bigger than ever, her courage is 
stronger than ever, and her compassion is about to be felt by more people than she ever 
imagined. Based on a true story. (Realistic Fiction) 



Wishtree by Katherine Applegate 
Lexile Level: 590L 
ISBN: 978-1250043221 
Trees can't tell jokes, but they can certainly tell stories. . . . 
 
Red is an oak tree who is many rings old. Red is the neighborhood "wishtree"―people write 
their wishes on pieces of cloth and tie them to Red's branches. Along with a crow named 
Bongo and other animals who seek refuge in Red's hollows, this wishtree watches over the 
neighborhood. 
 
You might say Red has seen it all.  
 
Until a new family moves in. Not everyone is welcoming, and Red's experience as a wishtree is 
more important than ever. (Metaphorical Fiction/Theme of Immigration) 
 
Wishing Day by Lauren Myracle 
Lexile Level: 590L 
ISBN: 978-0062342072 
From beloved and bestselling author Lauren Myracle comes the first book in an enchanting 
trilogy about three sisters, the magic of traditions, and the extraordinary power of hope. This 
heartwarming, timeless story is perfect for fans of Rebecca Stead and Ingrid Law. Now in 
paperback. 
 
On the third night of the third month after a girl’s thirteenth birthday, every girl in the town 
of Willow Hill makes three wishes. 
 
The first wish is an impossible wish. The second is a wish she can make come true herself.  
And the third is the deepest wish of her secret heart. 
 
Natasha is the oldest child in a family steeped in magic, though she’s not sure she believes in 
it. She’s full to bursting with wishes, however. She misses her mother, who disappeared nearly 
eight long years ago. She has a crush on one of the cutest boys in her class, and she thinks 
maybe it would be nice if her very first kiss came from him. And amid the chaos of a house 
full of sisters, aunts, and a father lost in grief, she aches to simply be… noticed. 
So Natasha goes to the willow tree at the top of the hill on her Wishing Day, and she makes 
three wishes. What unfolds is beyond anything she could have imagined. Fantasy 
 
The Grimm Legacy by Shulman, Polly 
Lexile Level: HL600L 
ISBN: 978-0142419045 
New York high school student Elizabeth gets an after-school job as a page at the "New-York 
Circulating Material Repository," and when she gains coveted access to its Grimm Collection 
of magical objects, she and the other pages are drawn into a series of frightening adventures 
involving mythical creatures and stolen goods. (Adventure/Fantasy) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Girl who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill 
Lexile Level: 640L 
ISBN: 978-1616205676 
2017 Newbery Medal Winner 
 
Every year, the people of the Protectorate leave a baby as an offering to the witch who lives in 
the forest. They hope this sacrifice will keep her from terrorizing their town. But the witch in 
the Forest, Xan, is kind. She shares her home with a wise Swamp Monster and a Perfectly Tiny 
Dragon. Xan rescues the children and delivers them to welcoming families on the other side 
of the forest, nourishing the babies with starlight on the journey. 
 
One year, Xan accidentally feeds a baby moonlight instead of starlight, filling the ordinary 
child with extraordinary magic. Xan decides she must raise this girl, whom she calls Luna, as 
her own. As Luna’s thirteenth birthday approaches, her magic begins to emerge--with 
dangerous consequences. Meanwhile, a young man from the Protectorate is determined to 
free his people by killing the witch. Deadly birds with uncertain intentions flock nearby. A 
volcano, quiet for centuries, rumbles just beneath the earth’s surface. And the woman with 
the Tiger’s heart is on the prowl . . . (Fantasy) 
 
Hour of the Bees by Lindsay Eagar 
Lexile Level: 670L 
ISBN: 978-1406368154 
A beautifully written debut novel that weaves together magic and reality, about a girl's 
relationship with her mentally ill grandfather. This powerful debut novel delicately blurs the 
line between truth and fiction as Carol unravels the fantastical stories of her mentally ill 
grandfather. When she and her family move to his deserted ranch in order to transfer him to 
a care home, Carol struggles to cope with the suffocating heat and the effects of her 
grandfather's dementia. Bees seem to be following her around, but the drought means this is 
impossible. She must be imagining things. Yet when her grandfather chooses her as the 
subject for his stories - tales of a magical healing tree, a lake, and the grandmother she never 
knew - Carol sees glimmers of something special in what her parents dismiss as Serge's 
madness. As she rethinks her roots and what she thought she knew about her family, Carol 
comes to the realization that Serge's past is quickly catching up with her present. A stunning 
coming-of-age story.(Realistic Fiction; Focus on Character Development) 
 
Echo by Pam Munoz Ryan *** 
Lexile Level: 680L 
ISBN: 9780439874021.  
Lost and alone in a forbidden forest, Otto meets three mysterious sisters and suddenly finds 
himself entwined in a puzzling quest involving a prophecy, a promise, and a harmonica. 
Decades later, Friedrich in Germany, Mike in Pennsylvania, and Ivy in California each, in 
turn, become interwoven when the very same harmonica lands in their lives. All the children 
face daunting challenges: rescuing a father, protecting a brother, holding a family together. 
And ultimately, pulled by the invisible thread of destiny, their suspenseful solo stories 
converge in an orchestral crescendo. Richly imagined and masterfully crafted, this 
impassioned, uplifting, and virtuosic tour de force will resound in your heart long after the 
last note has been struck. 
(Historical Novel with Fantasy Elements) 
 
 
 



Hello Universe by Erin Entrada Kelly *** 
Lexile Level: 690L 
ISBN: 978-0062414151 
Winner of the 2018 Newbery Medal 
 
Told from four intertwining points of view—two boys and two girls—the novel celebrates 
bravery, being different, and finding your inner bayani (hero). “Readers will be instantly 
engrossed in this relatable neighborhood adventure and its eclectic cast of misfits.”—Booklist 
In one day, four lives weave together in unexpected ways. Virgil Salinas is shy and 
kindhearted and feels out of place in his crazy-about-sports family. Valencia Somerset, who is 
deaf, is smart, brave, and secretly lonely, and she loves everything about nature. Kaori Tanaka 
is a self-proclaimed psychic, whose little sister, Gen, is always following her around. And Chet 
Bullens wishes the weird kids would just stop being so different so he can concentrate on 
basketball. 
They aren’t friends, at least not until Chet pulls a prank that traps Virgil and his pet guinea 
pig at the bottom of a well. This disaster leads Kaori, Gen, and Valencia on an epic quest to 
find missing Virgil. Through luck, smarts, bravery, and a little help from the universe, a 
rescue is performed, a bully is put in his place, and friendship blooms. (Realistic Fiction; Focus 
on Character Development) 
 
Omega City by Diana Peterfreund 
Lexile Level: 700L 
ISBN: 978-0062310866 
Gillian Seagret doesn’t listen to people who say her father’s a crackpot. His conspiracy 
theories about the lost technology of Cold War-era rocket scientist Dr. Aloysius Underberg 
may have cost him his job and forced them to move to a cottage in the sticks, but Gillian 
knows he’s right and plans to prove it. 
 
When she discovers a missing page from Dr. Underberg’s diary in her father’s office, she 
thinks she’s found a big piece of the puzzle—a space-themed riddle promising to lead to 
Underberg’s greatest invention. Enlisting the help of her brother, Eric, her best friend, 
Savannah, and Howard, their NASA-obsessed schoolmate, Gillian sets off into the ruins of a 
vast doomsday bunker deep within the earth. But they aren’t alone inside its dark and flooded 
halls. Now Gillian and her friends must race to explore Omega City and find the answers they 
need. For while Gillian wants to save her dad’s reputation by bringing Dr. Underberg’s secrets 
to light, others will stop at nothing to make sure they stay buried . . . forever. (Science 
Fiction/Mystery) 
 
Circus Mirandus by Cassie Beasley *** 
Lexile Level: 710L 
ISBN: 9780525428435 
Do you believe in magic? Micah Tuttle does. Even though his awful Great-Aunt Gertrudis 
doesn’t approve, Micah believes in the stories his dying Grandpa Ephraim tells him of the 
magical Circus Mirandus: the invisible tiger guarding the gates, the beautiful flying 
birdwoman, and the magician more powerful than any other—the Man Who Bends Light. 
Finally, Grandpa Ephraim offers proof. The Circus is real. And the Lightbender owes Ephraim 
a miracle. With his friend Jenny Mendoza in tow, Micah sets out to find the Circus and the 
man he believes will save his grandfather. The only problem is, the Lightbender doesn't want 
to keep his promise. And now it's up to Micah to get the miracle he came for. (Fantasy) 
 
 



The Rule of Thre3 by Eric Walters 
Lexile Level: HL720L 
ISBN: 978-1250059550 
One shocking afternoon, computers around the globe shut down in a viral catastrophe. At 
sixteen-year-old Adam Daley's high school, the problem first seems to be a typical electrical 
outage, until students discover that cell phones are down, municipal utilities are failing, and a 
few computer-free cars like Adam's are the only vehicles that function. Driving home, Adam 
encounters a storm tide of anger and fear as the region becomes paralyzed. Soon―as 

resources dwindle, crises mount, and chaos descends―he will see his suburban neighborhood 
band together for protection. And Adam will understand that having a police captain for a 
mother and a retired government spy living next door are not just the facts of his life but the 
keys to his survival, in The Rule of Three by Eric Walters. (Suspense) 
 
Eddie Red Undercover: Mystery on Museum Mile by Marcia Wells 
Lexile Level: 710L 
ISBN: 978-0544439405 
Not many sixth-graders work undercover for the NYPD, but Edmund Xavier Lonnrot, code 
name Eddie Red, is not just any sixth-grader. A “near-death ice cream experience” lands him 
as a material witness in the police station with his dad, where the NYPD first discovers Eddie's 
photographic memory and uncanny sketch-artist abilities. Things get dangerous when Eddie 
is recruited to help track down the infamous Picasso Gang that’s casing NYC's famous 
Museum Mile. (Mystery) 
 
Reign Rain by Ann Martin 
Lexile Level: 720L 
ISBN: 978-1250073976 
Rose Howard is obsessed with homonyms. She's thrilled that her own name is a homonym, 
and she purposely gave her dog Rain a name with two homonyms (Reign, Rein), which, 
according to Rose's rules of homonyms, is very special. Not everyone understands Rose's 
obsessions, her rules, and the other things that make her different―not her teachers, not 
other kids, and not her single father. 
 
When a storm hits their rural town, rivers overflow, the roads are flooded, and Rain goes 
missing. Rose's father shouldn't have let Rain out. Now Rose has to find her dog, even if it 
means leaving her routines and safe places to search. 
 
“A story about honorable living in the autistic narrator genre that sets the bar high. . . . 
Martin has penned a riveting, seamless narrative in which each word sings and each scene 
counts.” ―Kirkus Reviews (Realistic Fiction;Focus on Character Development) 
 
Nine, Ten by Nora Raleigh Baskin 
Lexile Level: 730L 
ISBN: 978-1442485075 
Ask anyone: September 11, 2001, was serene and lovely, a perfect day—until a plane struck 
the World Trade Center.  
 
But right now it is a few days earlier, and four kids in different parts of the country are going 
about their lives. Sergio, who lives in Brooklyn, is struggling to come to terms with the 
absentee father he hates and the grandmother he loves. Will’s father is gone, too, killed in a 
car accident that has left the family reeling. Naheed has never before felt uncomfortable about 



being Muslim, but at her new school she’s getting funny looks because of the head scarf she 
wears. Aimee is starting a new school in a new city and missing her mom, who has to fly to 
New York on business. 
 
These four don’t know one another, but their lives are about to intersect in ways they never 
could have imagined. Award-winning author Nora Raleigh Baskin weaves together their 
stories into an unforgettable novel about that seemingly perfect September day—the day our 
world changed forever. (Historical Fiction) 
 
River Runs Deep by Jennifer Bradbury 
Lexile Level: 730L 
ISBN: 978-1442468252 
Twelve-year-old Elias has consumption, so he is sent to Kentucky’s Mammoth Cave—the 
biggest cave in America—where the cool vapors are said to be healing. At first, living in a 
cave sounds like an adventure, but after a few days, Elias feels more sick of boredom than his 
illness. So he is thrilled when Stephen, one of the slaves who works in the cave, invites him to 
walk further through its depths. 
 
But there are more than just tunnels and stalagmites waiting to be discovered; there are 
mysteries hiding around every turn. The truths they conceal are far more stunning than 
anything Elias could ever have imagined, and he finds himself caught in the middle of it all—
while he’s supposed to be resting. But how can he focus on saving his own life when so many 
others are in danger? (Historical Fiction) 
 
The Scourge by Jennifer A.  Nielson 
Lexile Level: 740L 
ISBN: 978-0545682459 
As a lethal plague sweeps through the land, Ani Mells is shocked when she is unexpectedly 
captured by the governor's wardens and forced to submit to a test for the deadly Scourge. She 
is even more surprised when the test results come back positive, and she is sent to Attic Island, 
a former prison turned refuge -- and quarantine colony -- for the ill. The Scourge's victims, 
Ani now among them, can only expect to live out short, painful lives there. However, Ani 
quickly discovers that she doesn't know the whole truth about the Scourge or the Colony. She's 
been caught in a devious plot, and, with the help of her best friend, Weevil, Ani means to 
uncover just what is actually going on. But will she and Weevil survive long enough to do so? 
 
The Scourge is an explosively thrilling tale of adventure and intrigue, courage and heart 
from New York Times bestselling author Jennifer A. Nielsen. (Adventure/Fantasy) 
 
The Mighty Miss Malone by Christopher Paul Curtis 
Lexile Level: 750L 
ISBN: 978-0440422143 
Twelve-year-old Deza Malone has a close and loving family, and she's the smartest girl in her 
class in Gary, Indiana. But times are tough, and it's hard for black men like Deza's father to 
find work. Desperate to help his family, Deza's father leaves town to look for work, and soon 
Deza, her mom, and her older brother, Jimmie, are setting off in search of him. Along the 
way, they experience many Depression-era hardships, including living in a shantytown and 
riding the rails, all the while never giving up the hope of being together again. (Historical 
Fiction) 
 
 



The Map to Everywhere by Carrie Ryan and John Parke Davis 
Lexile Level: 750L 
ISBN: 978-0316240789 
To Master Thief Fin, an orphan from the murky pirate world of the Khaznot Quay, the Map is 
the key to finding his mother. To suburban schoolgirl, Marrill, it's her only way home after 
getting stranded on the Pirate Stream, the magical waterway that connects every world in 
creation. With the help of a bumbling wizard and his crew, they must scour the many worlds 
of the Pirate Stream to gather the pieces of the Map to Everywhere--but they aren't the only 
ones looking. A sinister figure is hot on their tail, and if they can't beat his ghostly ship to find 
the Map, it could mean the destruction of everything they hold dear! 
 
Heart-pounding escapades and a colorful cast of characters will have readers setting sail 
through this wholly original and unforgettable tale. (Fantasy) 
 
Crossover by Kwame Alexander *** 
Lexile Level: 750L 
ISBN: 9780544107717. 
"With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .The court is SIZZLING. My sweat is DRIZZLING. Stop 
all that quivering. Cuz tonight I’m delivering," announces dread-locked, 12-year old Josh Bell. 
He and his twin brother Jordan are awesome on the court. But Josh has more than basketball 
in his blood, he's got mad beats, too, that tell his family's story in verse, in this fast and 
furious middle grade novel of family and brotherhood from Kwame Alexander. Josh and 
Jordan must come to grips with growing up on and off the court to realize breaking the rules 
comes at a terrible price, as their story's heart-stopping climax proves a game-changer for the 
entire family.(Realistic Fiction/Coming of Age/Sports/Told in Verse) 
 
Hold Fast by Blue Balliet 
Lexile Level: 780L 
ISBN: 978-0545299893 
From NEW YORK TIMES bestselling author Blue Balliett, the story of a girl who falls into 
Chicago's shelter system, and from there must solve the mystery of her father's strange 
disappearance. 
 
Where is Early's father? He's not the kind of father who would disappear. But he's gone . . . 
and he's left a whole lot of trouble behind. 
 
As danger closes in, Early, her mom, and her brother have to flee their apartment. With 
nowhere else to go, they are forced to move into a city shelter. Once there, Early starts asking 
questions and looking for answers. Because her father hasn't disappeared without a trace. 
There are patterns and rhythms to what's happened, and Early might be the only one who can 
use them to track him down and make her way out of a very tough place. 
With her signature, singular love of language and sense of mystery, Blue Balliett weaves a 
story that takes readers from the cold, snowy Chicago streets to the darkest corner of the 
public library, on an unforgettable hunt for deep truths and a reunited family.(Realistic 
Fiction/Mystery) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Left Out by Tim Green  
Lexile Level: 800 
ISBN: 978-0062293831 
Landon Dorch wants to be like everyone else. But his deafness and the way he talks have 
always felt like insurmountable obstacles. But now he finally sees his chance to fit in. Bigger 
and taller than any other seventh grader in his new school, Landon plans to use his size to his 
advantage and join the school’s football team. But the same speech problems and the cochlear 
implants that help him hear continue to haunt him. 
 
Just when it looks like Landon will be left out of football for good, an unlikely friend comes 
along. But in the end only Landon can fight his way off the bench and through a crowded 
field of bullies bent on seeing him forever left out. (Fiction/Sports) 
 
The Glass Sentence by S.E. Grove 
Lexile Level: 810L 
ISBN: 978-0142423660 
Boston, 1891. Sophia Tims comes from a family of explorers and cartologers who, for 
generations, have been traveling and mapping the New World—a world changed by the 
Great Disruption of 1799, when all the continents were flung into different time periods. 
Eight years ago, Sophia's parents left her with her uncle Shadrack, the foremost cartologer in 
Boston, and went on an urgent mission. They never returned. 
 
Then Shadrack is kidnapped. Sophia must search for him with the help of Theo, a refugee 
from the West. Together they travel over rough terrain and uncharted ocean, encounter 
pirates and traders, and rely on a combination of Shadrack’s maps, common sense, and 
Sophia's unusual powers of observation. Little do they know that their lives are in as much 
danger as Shadrack's. 
(Content is appropriate for 5th and 6th graders but the story is complex; recommended for 
higher level readers) (Fantasy) 
 
Mark of the Dragonfly by Jaleigh Johnson *** 
Lexile Level: 820L 
ISBN: 978-0385376471 
For fans of Wrinkle in Time and The School of Good and Evil, the New York Times bestseller 
The Mark of the Dragonfly is a fast-paced adventure story about a mysterious girl and a 
fearless boy, set in a magical world that is both exciting and dangerous. 
 
Piper has never seen the Mark of the Dragonfly until she finds the girl amid the wreckage of a 
caravan in the Meteor Fields. 
 
The girl doesn’t remember a thing about her life, but the intricate tattoo on her arm is proof 
that she’s from the Dragonfly Territories and that she’s protected by the king. Which means a 
reward for Piper if she can get the girl home. 
 
The one sure way to the Territories is the 401, a great old beauty of a train. But a ticket costs 
more coin than Piper could make in a year. And stowing away is a difficult prospect—
everyone knows that getting past the peculiar green-eyed boy who stands guard is nearly 
impossible. 
 
Life for Piper just turned dangerous. A little bit magical. And very exciting, if she can manage 
to survive the journey. (Fantasy) 



The Iron Trial by Holly Black and Cassandra Clare *** 
Lexile Level: 830L 
ISBN: 978-0545522267 
Most kids would do anything to pass the Iron Trial. Not Callum Hunt. He wants to fail.  
 
All his life, Call has been warned by his father to stay away from magic. If he succeeds at the 
Iron Trial and is admitted into the Magisterium, he is sure it can only mean bad things for 
him.  
So he tries his best to do his worst -- and fails at failing.  
 
Now the Magisterium awaits him. It's a place that's both sensational and sinister, with dark 
ties to his past and a twisty path to his future.  
 
The Iron Trial is just the beginning, for the biggest test is still to come . . .  
From the remarkable imaginations of bestselling authors Holly Black and Cassandra Clare 
comes a heart-stopping, mind-blowing, pulse-pounding plunge into the magical unknown. 
(Fantasy) 
 
Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson 
Lexile Level: 870L 
ISBN: 978-1593082475 
Treasure Island spins a heady tale of piracy, a mysterious treasure map, and a host of sinister 
characters charged with diabolical intentions. Seen through the eyes of Jim Hawkins, the 
cabin boy of the Hispaniola, the action-packed adventure tell of a perilous sea journey across 
the Spanish Main, a mutiny led by the infamous Long John Silver, and a lethal scramble for 
buried treasure on an exotic isle. (Adventure/Classic) 
 
The Mysterious Benedict Society by Trenton Lee Stewart; Illustrated by Carson Ellis *** 
Lexile Level: 900L 
ISBN: 9780316057776.  
After passing a series of mind-bending tests, four children are selected for a secret mission 
that requires them to go undercover at the Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened, where 
the only rule is that there are no rules. (Adventure/Mystery/Science Fiction) 
 
March Forward Girl: From Young Warrior to Little Rock Nine by Melba Pattillo Beals 
and Frank Morrison 
Lexile Level: 950L 
ISBN: 978-1328882127 
Long before she was one of the Little Rock Nine, Melba Pattillo Beals was a warrior. Frustrated 
by the laws that kept African-Americans separate but very much unequal to whites, she had 
questions. Why couldn’t she drink from a "whites only" fountain? Why couldn’t she feel safe 
beyond home—or even within the walls of church?  Adults all told her: Hold your tongue. Be 
patient. Know your place. But Beals had the heart of a fighter—and the knowledge that her 
true place was a free one. 
 
Combined with emotive drawings and photos, this memoir paints a vivid picture of Beals’ 
powerful early journey on the road to becoming a champion for equal rights, an acclaimed 
journalist, a best-selling author, and the recipient of this country’s highest recognition, the 
Congressional Gold Medal. (Autobiographical/Human Rights/African American History) 
 
 



Listen to the Moon by Michael Morpurgo 
Lexile Level: 960L 
ISBN: 978-1250104328 
Alfie lives off the coast of England. Merry lives in New York City. Until Merry and her mother 
set sail on the Lusitania for England, where Merry's father is recuperating from a war injury. 
People told them not to go, hearing rumors that the Lusitania might be carrying munitions. 
But they are desperate to be reunited with Merry's father. 
 
Alfie and his father find a lost girl in an abandoned house on a small island. The girl doesn't 
speak, except to say what sounds like "Lucy." Alfie's mother nurses her back to health. The 
others in the village suspect the unthinkable: Lucy is actually German―an enemy―because 
she's found with a blanket with a German tag. 
 
Told from Alfie and Merry's points of view, this exquisite novel tells of friends, enemies, and 
unexpected kindnesses. 
 
Listen to the Moon by Michael Morpurgo is war story and a tragic sea ship story, inspired by 
the sinking of the Lusitania during World War I. (Historical Fiction) 
 
The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett *** 
Lexile Level: 970L 
ISBN: 978-0064401883 
When orphaned Mary Lennox comes to live at her uncle's great house on the Yorkshire 
Moors, she finds it full of secrets. The mansion has nearly one hundred rooms, and her uncle 
keeps himself locked up. And at night, she hears the sound of crying down one of the long 
corridors. 
The gardens surrounding the large property are Mary's only escape. Then, Mary discovers a 
secret garden, surrounded by walls and locked with a missing key. With the help of two 
unexpected companions, Mary discovers a way in—and becomes determined to bring the 
garden back to life. (Children’s Classic/Coming of Age) 
 
The Hobbit by J.R. Tolkien *** 
Lexile Level: 1000L 
ISBN: 978-0547928227 
A great modern classic and the prelude to The Lord of the Rings. Bilbo Baggins is a hobbit who 
enjoys a comfortable, unambitious life, rarely traveling any farther than his pantry or cellar. 
But his contentment is disturbed when the wizard Gandalf and a company of dwarves arrive 
on his doorstep one day to whisk him away on an adventure. They have launched a plot to 
raid the treasure hoard guarded by Smaug the Magnificent, a large and very dangerous 
dragon. Bilbo reluctantly joins their quest, unaware that on his journey to the Lonely 
Mountain he will encounter both a magic ring and a frightening creature known as Gollum. 
(Fantasy) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Girl Who Could Not Dream by Sarah Beth Durst 
Grade Level: 4.4 (Interest Level: 3rd to 6th grade) 
ISBN: 978-0544935266 
Sophie loves the hidden shop below her parents' bookstore, where dreams are secretly bought 
and sold. When the dream shop is robbed and her parents go missing, Sophie must unravel 
the truth to save them. Together with her best friend—a wisecracking and fanatically loyal 
monster named Monster—she must decide whom to trust with her family’s carefully guarded 
secrets. Who will help them, and who will betray them? (Fantasy)  
 
Posted  by John David Anderson 
Grade Level: 5.3 (Interest Level: 3rd-6th) 
ISBN: 978-0062338211 
In middle school, words aren’t just words. They can be weapons. They can be gifts. The right 
words can win you friends or make you enemies. They can come back to haunt you. 
Sometimes they can change things forever. 
 
When cell phones are banned at Branton Middle School, Frost and his friends Deedee, Wolf, 
and Bench come up with a new way to communicate: leaving sticky notes for each other all 
around the school. It catches on, and soon all the kids in school are leaving notes—though for 
every kind and friendly one, there is a cutting and cruel one as well.  
 
In the middle of this, a new girl named Rose arrives at school and sits at Frost’s lunch table. 
Rose is not like anyone else at Branton Middle School, and it’s clear that the close circle of 
friends Frost has made for himself won’t easily hold another. As the sticky-note war escalates, 
and the pressure to choose sides mounts, Frost soon realizes that after this year, nothing will 
ever be the same. (Realistic Fiction; Focus on Friendship) 
 
Amal Unbound  by Aisha Saeed 
Grade Level: 6.9; Interest Level: 5th -6th grades) 
ISBN: 978-0399544682 
Life is quiet and ordinary in Amal's Pakistani village, but she had no complaints, and besides, 
she's busy pursuing her dream of becoming a teacher one day. Her dreams are temporarily 
dashed when--as the eldest daughter--she must stay home from school to take care of her 
siblings. Amal is upset, but she doesn't lose hope and finds ways to continue learning. Then 
the unimaginable happens--after an accidental run-in with the son of her village's corrupt 
landlord, Amal must work as his family's servant to pay off her own family's debt.  
 
Life at the opulent Khan estate is full of heartbreak and struggle for Amal--especially when 
she inadvertently makes an enemy of a girl named Nabila. Most troubling, though, is Amal's 
growing awareness of the Khans' nefarious dealings. When it becomes clear just how far they 
will go to protect their interests, Amal realizes she will have to find a way to work with others 
if they are ever to exact change in a cruel status quo, and if Amal is ever to achieve her 
dreams. (Realistic Fiction/Cultural Study) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Unbreakable Code by Jennifer Chambliss Bertman 
Lexile Level: 840L 
ISBN: 978-1627791168 
(And back by popular demand….only for those who have already read Book Scavenger 1) 
 
Mr. Quisling is definitely up to something mysterious, and Emily and James are on high alert. 
First, there's the coded note he drops at a book event. Then, they uncover a trail of encrypted 
messages in Mark Twain-penned books hidden through Book Scavenger. What's most 
suspicious is that each hidden book triggers an arson fire. 
 
As the sleuthing friends dig deeper, they discover Mr. Quisling has been hunting a legendary 
historical puzzle: the Unbreakable Code. This new mystery is irresistible, but Emily and James 
can't ignore the signs that Mr. Quisling might be the arsonist. 
 
The clock is ticking as the arson fires multiply, and Emily and James race to crack the code of 
a lifetime. (Mystery/Adventure) 
 
 
 
 
**All book descriptions from Amazon.com   



Lexile Measures to Grade Ranges 

https://lexile.com/educators/measuring-growth-with-lexile/lexile-measures-grade-
equivalents/Matching 

Lexile® measures provide an alternative — and possibly more useful — measure of reading 
ability than grade-equivalent scores. 

1. You can use Lexile measures to find reading materials to 
meet and challenge individual student reading abilities. 

2. Lexile measures help you measure and forecast reader 
growth. 

There’s no direct correspondence between a specific Lexile measure and a specific grade level. 
However, there is a range of student abilities within each grade, and you might find it useful to 
see what the typical Lexile measures are within a given grade. We conducted a research study 
using national samples to describe Lexile ranges for each grade. Results are shown in the chart 
below. These reader measures are national user norms. Data for these norms came from a 
large sample of students who were administered tests that reported Lexile measures in the 
years 2010 through 2016. However, please note: 

 This information is for descriptive purposes. The goal is to 
give you a sense of how a student’s Lexile measure 
(reading ability) compares to Lexile measures for students 
in the same grade. The ranges are not intended to be a 
guide or standard that students are expected to reach. See 
our FAQ on performance, norm-referenced 
interpretations, and criterion-referenced interpretations of 
test scores for more information. 

 The Lexile range shown is the middle 50 percent of reader 
measures for each grade. This means that 25 percent of 
students had Lexile measures below the lower number and 
25 percent had Lexile measures above the higher number. 

*Beginning Reader (BR) is a code given to readers and texts that are below 0L on the Lexile 
scale. The lower the number following the BR code, the more advanced the reader or text is. 
The higher the number, the less complex the text is or less skilled the reader is. 
 

** A text designated as “HL” has a Lexile measure much lower than the average reading ability 
of the intended age range of its readers. Librarians and booksellers sometimes refer to young 
adult books with disproportionately low Lexile measures as “high-low” books, meaning “high-
interest” plus “low-readability.” 

 

 

 

https://lexile.com/educators/tools-to-support-reading-at-school/
https://lexile.com/educators/measuring-growth-with-lexile/forecasting-growth-lexile-measures/
https://lexile.com/educators/measuring-growth-with-lexile/forecasting-growth-lexile-measures/
https://lexile.desk.com/customer/portal/articles/2879858-what-is-the-difference-between-content-standards-and-performance-standards-
https://lexile.com/educators/find-books-at-the-right-level/find-books-beginning-readers/


Typical Reader Measures by Grade 

 

Grade Reader Measures, Mid-Year 25th percentile to 75th percentile (IQR) 

1 BR120L* to 295L 

2 170L to 545L 

3 415L to 760L 

4 635L to 950L 

5 770L to 1080L 

6 855L to 1165L 

7 925L to 1235L 

8 985L to 1295L 

9 1040L to 1350L 

10 1085L to 1400L 

11 & 12 1130L to 1440L 

 



Name: 
Date: 
 

Book Report Response Worksheet 
For Book #2 

Title: 

Author: 

 
Setting: Describe 
one major setting 
with details. 
(1 sentence) 
 
 
 

 

Main Character 1:  
Write at least 
three sentences 
about a main 
character. You 
may include: what 
they looked like, 
what they liked to 
do, and what kind 
of values they 
display.  
 
 
 

 

Main Character2: 
Write at least 
three sentences 
about another 
main character. 
You may include: 
what they looked 
like, what they 
liked to do, and 
what kind of 
values they 
display. 
 
 
 

 



Name: 
Date: 
 

Main Character 3: 
Write at least 
three sentences 
about a main 
character. You 
may include: what 
they looked like, 
what they liked to 
do, and what kind 
of values they 
display. 
 
 
 

 

Exposition: The 
struggle for the 
main character is 
set up at the 
beginning or near 
the beginning of 
the novel. Write 
one sentence 
about the problem 
that needs to be 
solved or the 
struggle the 
character is facing. 

 

Rising Action: 
Write three 
sentences about 
what leads to the 
exciting part of the 
book or the part 
where the mystery 
is solved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Name: 
Date: 
 

Climax: The Climax 
Turning Point) is 
the most 
suspenseful point 
in the story where 
the main character 
discovers 
something 
important. Write 
one sentence 
about the climax. 

 

Resolution: How 
the story ends is a 
result of what the 
character(s) 
discovered during 
the Climax. This is 
the part where the 
reader finds out 
the ending. Write 
one sentence 
about the story 
ending. 
 
 

 

Opinion: Write 
four sentences 
about what you 
liked about the 
book, did not like 
about the book, 
your favorite part, 
the funniest part, 
the saddest part, 
etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Name: 
Date: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Project Instructions for Book #2 
(Book chosen from the list provided) 

 
Below is a list of projects from which you may choose to complete your 
summer book project.  Choose only one!  All projects must have your 
first and last name somewhere on the project. The title of the book and 
the author of the book should be typed on an introductory page or 
display. 
 
Your starting point for the project is to complete the Book Report 
Response Sheet. Once you have completed that, you may begin the 
creative project of your choice.  

 
1. Scrapbooking: 

a. Create five 12 by 12 scrapbook pages that explain 
significant events in the story. 

b. Include pictures, illustrations, captions, titles, journal 
writing, and important mementos. 

c. The pages should be neat, colorful and easy to understand. 
 

2. 3-D Model: 
a. Create a scale model of an important event from the book. 
b. You may use clay, popsicle sticks, wood, cardboard, or any 

other building materials.  
c. Be sure to add color. 
d. Be prepared to share orally with the class: (1) the setting, 

(2) the time period, (3) the characters involved in the event, 
and (4) a summary of the event. 
 

3. Power Point:  
a. Create a PowerPoint presentation to “sell” your book to the 

class.  
b. Include at least 10 slides that give information about the 

setting, time period, characters, and plot. 
c. In each slide, try to persuade each one of your listeners to 

run to the library or bookstore to be the next in the class to 
read this amazing book.  



 

 
4. Book Mobile (aka Coat Hanger Book Report) 

a. Use the Book Report Response Form 
b. Create or choose 10 pictures, items, book scenes (etc.) that 

represent your book to hang from your mobile and hang 
them at different lengths. Attach the following: 

c. From the first, hang the title and author. 
d. From the next three, hang descriptions of three main 

characters. 
e. From the fourth, hang the setting (time and place) of the 

story. 
f. From the fifth, hang the conflict. 
g. From the sixth, hang the rising action. 
h. From the seventh, hang the climax. 
i. From the eighth, hang the falling action. 
j. From the ninth, hang the resolution. 
k. From the tenth: what do you think that the author would 

want for you to get out of this book? (one sentence 
minimum) 

 
5. 3 Fold Display 

a. Title and Author must be at the top of the middle section 
and must be easy to read from across the room. 

b. As long as you include all the information from the Book 
Report Response Form, you have the freedom to post and 
decorate the board as you wish. 

c. Include pictures (you may draw or paint your own or you 
may use images from the internet). If your book has been 
made into a movie, do not use any actors or images from the 
movie. 

 


