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Mill Springs’ Winter Learning Program always makes for great fun, but most of all 
great learning. The Winter Learning Program (WLP) is a hands-on, experiential learning 
program where PreUpper, Communication Arts and Upper School students take a variety 
of interest generated courses. The program lasts from one to two weeks in January and 
allows students to attend workshops, internships, and week-long seminars in order 
to participate in “mobile classrooms” on various topics. Here are just a few highlights 
featuring the diversity of this year’s program.

Ham Radio

Congratulations to MSAs newest licensed Amateur Radio Operators: Andrew Buchberger 
(KN4IVE) and Matt Haverland (KN4IVF). Andrew and Matt were among five PreUpper 
students in Martha Muir’s ham radio Winter Learning seminar, which focused on preparing 

students to take the FCC’s license exam in order to earn a Technician class license. “The test is not 
easy,” commented Martha. “It takes quite a bit of effort and learning and includes the concepts of 
electricity, magnetism, and physics as part of the exam.” Students who did not pass the licensing exam 

Continued on page 2
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Andrew Buchberger works with Chuck, a ham mentor, he begins his turn at the station .
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are encouraged to keep studying and retake the exam.

“The highlight of the seminar was our trip to a local ham’s home, 
where he has an incredible collection of fully restored radio equipment 
ranging from the World War II era, the 1950’s, the Viet Nam war era, 
and more,” she added. “He graciously allowed the students to get on the 
air using his equipment and make contact with other hams in places 
like Missouri, Quebec, and Mexico.” 

Public Speaking and Debate

Public speaking is a huge phobia for many, and most people 
are not very effective at giving presentations. Some may think 
that public speaking is a gift that certain people have and 

others don’t. But actually, anyone can become a good public speaker. 
Several PreUpper students spent their Winter Learning week building 
confidence and gaining effective presenting skills. They also received 
instruction on how to engage an audience and persuade others to their 
point of view. 

Orienteering 

Orienteering is the practice of using a compass and a map 
to determine one’s location and to be able to successfully 
travel from one spot to another by following a bearing. For 

this Winter Learning Seminar, PreUpper and Communication Arts 
students had such an opportunity. At the beginning of the week, 
students were taught how exactly a compass works and how to properly 
find and follow a bearing with their compass. Students then broke up 
into pairs and participated in multiple exercises, locating various  
objects that were hidden around campus by Michael Adams and 
Michael Griffeth. 

Once the students were comfortable using their compasses, the 
seminar group had the opportunity to travel to various locations in 
North Georgia and Roswell to practice their skills in the field. Some of 
the locations visited were the trails surrounding the Vickery Creek area 

in Roswell, as well as Duke’s Creek Falls just outside of Helen. “Even 
though we didn’t have the most cooperative weather, the students all 
enjoyed the process of learning a new skill while enjoying the outdoors,” 
said Michael Adams. All in all, it was a fun and active week of learning 
for all those who participated. 

Upper Students Tour Europe

Over Winter Learning, eleven Upper students and their 
chaperons embarked on an amazing trip to Italy and Greece. 
The first leg of the trip was spent in Italy as the group arrived in 

Naples, spending their first days in the charming Sorrentino Peninsula. 
Highlights included visits to the legendary Pompeii, a bustling Roman 
city buried by the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius in 79 A.D; the island of 
Capri; and even an Italian farm where they were taught how to make 
traditional Italian gnocchi from scratch. The group also explored the 
Eternal City of Rome where they visited the Colosseum, the Arch 
of Constantine, the Roman Forum, and also came face to face with 

PreUpper student Kevin Binder rehearses a presentation with student 
Ishwar Naik .

Grayson Cloy sets a bearing on his compass .

MSA Upper students stop for a group shot at the entrance to St . Peter’s 
Basilica . St . Peter’s Square is seen in the background . 
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famous works of art and architecture in the Vatican Museum, St. Peter’s 
Basilica, the Sistine Chapel, Trevi Fountain, the Pantheon, and the 
famous Spanish Steps. 

The second part of the trip included a tour of Greece—the land of 
gods, goddesses, and the birthplace of democracy. While there, students 
explored ancient sites in Athens such as the Agora and Acropolis, 
and visited the old historical neighborhood of Plaka where they took 
in Greek dancing with an instructor. They also enjoyed a glimpse of 
ancient Greek life on an excursion to Mycenae and Corinth, visiting the 
royal citadel and walking through the Lion’s Gate. 

Taste of Culture 

Atlanta is one of the most diverse and multicultural cities of 
the South. On this Winter Learning excursion, students 
learned about some of the many cultures of Atlanta first-hand 

by visiting several places of worship including the Hindu Temple of 
Atlanta, the Greek Orthodox Church, Gurudwara Sahib, and the 
BAPS Temple. Students rounded out their learning with a scavenger 
hunt at Hong Kong Market, and enjoyed cuisine from China, India, 
and Greece. 

Horsin’ Around

Students enrolled in the ‘Horsin Around’ Winter Learning 
seminar enjoyed a week of fun and learning while at a real 
working stable just down the road from MSA. PreUpper student, 

Alex Rich, and her parents Tony and Sara, graciously opened the doors 
of their facility, the Farm at Bethany Way, to a group of MSA students 
that may now become veterinarians, ranchers, and equestrian athletes 
due to their experience. Students learned everything that goes into 
caring for horses including but not limited to feeding them, cleaning 
up after them, caring for them when injured, and of course how to 

ride. They also visited Georgia Equine Veterinary Hospital where they 
learned how horses go through surgery and the recovery process. “We 
covered the different breeds of horses, and what each type of horse 
specializes in,” said MSA Counselor and horse expert, Susan Day. “ It 
was so fun to see everyone working hard with each horse and really 
developing a bond with the animals. They were sad to go when the 
week ended…it really was a terrific week for everyone involved.”

Winter Hiking with 
Meteorology and 
Astronomy

If you’ve read other Winter Learning Issues of Matters, you no doubt 
would have seen that winter hiking has become a favorite of many 
of the students. “There are so many opportunities for learning 

about the natural environment when you get outdoors,” said Upper 
teacher, Hayley Adams. “This year, we decided to focus on weather 
and the heavens by coupling the experience with an introduction to 
meteorology and astronomy using professional techniques.” 

Students began the week by first learning about the instruments 

Dr . Molony demonstrates equine dentistry to MSA students . 

Max Woods prepares to release a weather balloon as Meteorologist, Keith 
Stellman, speaks to the group at their visit to the NWS in Peachtree City .

The “Taste of Culture” Winter Learning group got a special tour and lesson 
at the Greek Orthodox Cathedral of Atlanta . Pictured from left, back row: 
Sam Henslee, Channing Allen, Cameron Braner, Noah Terpstra, Nick 
Kiely, Bradley Dore, Aaron Halbert and teacher Shilpee Kathuria . Front 
row: Teacher Vaidehi Rallapalli, Christian Kelm, Bennett English, Parker 
Johnson (kneeling) and Quinton Day (kneeling) .
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and equipment for measuring atmospheric conditions and how to use 
them properly. For example, wind measurements should be taken with 
as few other obstructions as possible, while temperature and humidity 
measurements kept free from direct solar radiation, or insolation. They 
then took a trip to the National Weather Service (NWS) in Peachtree 
City where they were given first-hand look at how weather conditions 
are measured in real time and the data compiled in order to formulate 
weather forecasts. “Keith, the Meteorologist In Charge, spent some 
time talking to the students about the mission of the NWS, its struc-
ture, and answered several very good questions that the students asked,” 
said Hayley. Following the introduction and a tour of the NWS opera-
tions center, their guide Keith went through the steps for preparing 
a weather balloon and radiosonde for launch. “We got to hold the 
radiosonde and see the components,” said 11th grader, Max Woods. 
“Once the balloon was prepared he asked for a volunteer to release the 
balloon. I gladly stepped up and did the balloon release…it was one of 
the coolest experiences!” The group concluded their tour of the NWS 
with a visit to the Doppler Radar site. 

Next, the group visited the University of North Georgia’s Coleman 
Planetarium to see a show on Astronomy. Ancient classical astrologers 
created weather forecasting by noting the positions of stars, planets, 
the Sun, and Moon. According to their texts, these ancient people used 
astrological data to predict the right times for planting crops, traveling 
the seas, or predicting climate months in advance. Students concluded 
their learning by hiking Blood Mountain, Preachers Rock, and a 
portion of Sawnee Mountain where they put a lot of their learning into 
practice. For example, while hiking Blood Mountain, students took 
measurements to see the trends in pressure, temperature, humidity, 
and wind. Through their data, they determined that the pressure and 
temperature would decrease as they went up while the wind would 
increase. 

Introduction to Engineering

PreUpper students interested in engineering were able to use 
their knowledge of various math and physics concepts to solve 
several challenges. As part of their learning, students worked 

individually and in teams on design challenges ranging from the 
construction of a tower that could withstand various wind speeds, to 
a boat that could float on water while holding a certain amount of 
weight. 

Band

This year, Winter Learning in Band Land was a glorious 
smorgasbord of sound titled, “Musical Instruments”. The 
program gave each student who participated the opportunity 

to learn several different instruments over the duration of the week, 
acting as a sampler package for those passionate about music. It was a 
comprehensive crash course, covering more than 10 instruments from 4 
instrument families. 

“We started our days off quietly with Piano, exploring the funda-
mentals of music, before moving on to the more boisterous Percussion, 
where we worked on reading and playing rhythms using the Snare and 

Seventh grader, Logan Vladick, successfully sails the boat he made during 
Winter Learning .

Communication Arts student, Chris Carey, on the drums .
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Bass Drums, the Floor Tom, and myriad other auxiliary percussion 
instruments,” said Band Director, Elizabeth Regas. “We then focused 
on 3 of the Woodwind instruments, the delicate Flute, the mellow Clar-
inet, and the sassy Saxophone. Lastly, we tried out the brilliant Trumpet 
and the powerful Trombone from the Brass family.” Each afternoon, 
students picked their favorite instrument of the day and played pieces 
as a full ensemble! “We crammed a ton of experiences into a very short 
period of time—which was made even shorter with our snow day, but 
our students impressively rose to the challenge.” 

Exploring Art in Our 
Community

Artists enjoyed seeing art OUTSIDE of the studio during 
Winter Learning with Brenda Smith and Janet Ford! The 
artists spent a day at the High Museum of Art. While 

there, they toured galleries with a High educator, sketching and 
photographing throughout the tour. They also spent time sketching 
what they were inspired by within the galleries. The group also spent a 
day at the Georgia Aquarium where they enjoyed photographing and 
sketching the various sea life. The last two days of the week were spent 
in the studio where students used the visual resources they created 
during the week to develop a number of awesome art pieces. “I really 
enjoyed the experience,” said Upper student, Emily Kane. “It was really 
cool to view various locations and objects through an artistic lens, as 
well as tour the High Museum of Art with a guide. Despite visiting the 
High Museum before, I felt like I truly got a lot more out of the trip 
this time because of information our guide shared about each piece 
of art, as well as the interactive activities she had us do along the way. 
I also enjoyed the open studio time later in the week since it gave me 
time to really focus my energy on creating one piece of art well-outside 
my comfort zone and fun to work on.” Each student chose one piece 
of their art to be displayed at the March 2nd Studio Arts Gallery and 
Reception, which will be held in the Tweetie Lewis Moore Student 
Activity Center from 6:30-8:00 pm. Artwork and photos from the 
week can be viewed at http://www.msaarts.org/candids--news. 

JTF team, directors, and chaperones just after adjudicated 
performance of “Peter Pan Jr” .

Communication Arts student Mamiko Tsuto creates a colorful penguin 
painting after visiting the Atlanta Aquarium .

Junior Theater Festival 
(JTF) 2018

JTF brings together student musical theater troupes from 
all over the world for a weekend of musical theater mayhem 
and madness. Each troupe performs fifteen minutes 

from a Broadway Junior show for adjudication by a panel of 
musical theater experts. The weekend also features professional 
development for teachers, workshops for students and parents, a 
New Works Showcase featuring new musical adaptations soon to 
be released and concludes with a grand finale concert headlined by 
Broadway’s best!

This year, MSA’s JTF team brought the performance piece of 
“Peter Pan, Jr.” to the festival. Judges singled out Middle School 
student, Ward Sutlive, as the actor that could show pure joy in 
his performance as well as Upper student, Bryce Zimmerman, as 
being completely focused/present/in character every moment. 
Lauren Scobee (Middle) and Jack Hurtsellers (Upper) were also 
picked as “All-Star Performers,” which earned them the ability 
to learn one number from a Broadway choreographer and music 
director to perform on stage in front of 6,000 people! In addi-
tion, Collins Losson (Upper) and Abigail Kalden (Upper) were 
randomly chosen to participate in the “Broadway Slam” where 
they joined roughly 100 students in learning a number from one 
of the competing school’s theater directors to perform for all JTF 
attendees. “While in their one hour rehearsal, the director of 
Collins’ number determined he was the best performer to do the 
opening solo in the song “Shipopee” from “Music Man” and he 
rocked it!,” said Drama teacher, Jamie Fambrough. “All weekend 
our students really made us proud and performed beautifully. 
They met and learned from legends such as Paul Williams, 
Stephen Schwartz, and Megan Hilty, as well as other singers and 
actors from current Broadway shows. They also participated in 
various workshops, saw world premieres of shows, and made 
friends from around the world from the 118 other theater teams 
at the festival.” 

Mill Springs Academy Matters 5
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Communication Arts Festival

The Communication Arts (CommArts) community kicked  
off an exciting holiday season on November 29 with the 
presentation of their annual festival. Seventh and eighth  

graders who take Bonnie Bergstresser’s history classes are in charge 
of creating their own individual presentations on historical figures 
appropriate to the theme of the festival, complete with costumes and 
poster boards. The Festival which was on WWII, is always something 
to look forward to, but this year’s was particularly memorable.  
“The theme diverged completely from those of previous years and  
we had a lot of really noteworthy guests,” said CommArts student, 

Emily Kane. “The event was even mentioned on local news stations.”
Featured in the many booths at this year’s festival were actual WWII 

relics, typewriters that “texted” back and forth, a visiting Morse code 
specialist, replicas of Picasso paintings created by the art department, 
and even a WWII veteran who described his experiences in the war as a 
plane radio operator on the front lines.

CommArts students began preparing for the festival in September. 
“It’s a very large project and can be intimidating,” said History teacher, 
Bonnie Bergstresser. “Students gain so much confidence in their ability 
to do a research project and speak in front of a large group.” 

Eleventh grader, Kaitlin 
Bolander, did an impressive 
presentation on WWII Code 
Talkers . 

WWII Veteran, Lt . Ray 
Schwartz, told stories of his days 
as a soldier . All in attendance were 
enthralled and humbled by him . 

The festival featured a vintage vocals trio who helped bring the 1930’s and 
40’s era to life . Clockwise from Top Left: Trio singer Philippa Anderson, 
teacher Bonnie Bergstresser, trio singer Mary Slider, trio singer Deb 
Gerace, and CommArts Principal Chelsea Michelson .

Kate is pictured with Freddie Gershon, CEO of Music Theater 
International .

Kate McElliot Wins  
JTF Award

Congratulations to MSA teacher, Kate McElliot, who was selected 
by a panel of educational theater experts to win the Freddie 
G. Teacher Spirit Award at this year’s Junior Theater Festival. 

The award, which honors outstanding educators from schools and 
performing arts centers around the country, 
will give Kate the opportunity to train one-on-
one with Broadway greats this summer. The 
all-expense paid trip is presented by Freddie 
Gershon, CEO of Music Theatre International, 
and also comes with a $5,000 grant for our 
school! “I was so very, very honored to receive 
this award,” said Kate. “But I’m most grateful for 
the opportunity to work at MSA which is such a 
great school. It was such great exposure for MSA 
as the judges talked about our school at length 
and quoted our motto in front of all 6,000 
attendees.” 
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Heather Blansett’s t-shirt quilt

MSA t-shirt logo next to that of the Kingston Trio .

Fifth grader, Ward Sutlive, listens to a video about Muhammad Ali as 
part of his research . 

MSA to Host Another 
ARISS Radio Contact

During the week of April 30 to May 4, MSA is 
scheduled to host its second ARISS Radio Contact! 
ARISS is a NASA acronym and stands for Amateur 

Radio on the International Space Station. MSA was fortunate 
to host its first ARISS Radio Contact in September of 2013.

During an ARISS Radio Contact, students ask questions 
of an astronaut as he or she flies over our school while aboard 
the International Space Station. The conversations take place 
via Amateur Radio (‘ham’ radio) using equipment brought in 
and operated by our friends and mentors at the North Fulton 
Amateur Radio League (NFARL). Additional event details 
will be posted on the school’s website and Facebook pages in 
the spring. 

ALUMNI NEWS
Levi Smith (2015) | Levi was recently named to the President’s 
List at Kennesaw State University. To achieve the honor of being 
on the President’s List, each student must have satisfactorily 
completed at least 9 semester hours with a term grade point average 
of 4.0.
Michael Martin (2017) | Michael, a recent graduate of MSA, 
earned a spot on the Dean’s List at University of West Georgia, 
where he is majoring in Chemistry. To earn a spot on the Dean’s 
List, students must have a minimum GPA of 3.5. We can’t wait to 
hear how his 2nd semester goes!
Heather Blansett (nee Laughran 1989) | Heather and her 
husband, Michael (1989), currently live in Gainsville with their 
4-year-old daughter Addisyn. Heather recently reached out to share 
some pictures of a cool t-shirt quilt she had made through Project 
Repat—a company committed to repatriating textile jobs back to 
the U.S. In the upper left corner of the quilt is the MSA logo. “It’s 
pretty cool that they put the Kingston Trio patch next to the MSA 
t-shirt logo since I got that from fellow classmate and alum Jason 
Shane (1989), whose dad was in the Kingston Trio,” wrote Heather.
Zachary Goodelman (2015) | Congratulations to Zach who 
was named to the Dean’s List at Georgia Southern where he is 
majoring in Exercise Science. In order to qualify for the Dean’s List 
a student must be enrolled in 12 or more GPA hours and earn a 
term GPA of 3.5–3.9. Way to go Zach!! 

Student Lessons in  
Black History

Black history and culture is such a part of the American fabric 
— and the school’s curriculum — that it’s difficult to imagine a 
time when that wasn’t so. As part of their studies during Black 

History Month in February, Middle students completed research 
projects on prominent African Americans. “They read books, watched 
videos, and used the internet to research information about the person 
they chose,” said Middle School teacher, LaToyia Armstead. “Everyone 
did a fantastic job and learned a lot of amazing and inspiring things.” 
Middle student, Ward Sutlive said, “I was surprised to learn that 
Muhammad Ali was bullied as a child. He became interested in boxing 
after his bike was stolen.” 

www.millsprings.org
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From left to right: Lauren Scobee and Elli Banks prepare an aquarium for 
Mojo and JoeJoe who are on the right .

Junior, Michael Healey, works on his first Coding class project . 

5th graders (L to R) Maggie Erlacher, Claire McAllister, Evan Sycks, and 
Joey Lenox tackle a division problem with blocks .

Science Classroom Pets

In-class pets provide emotional and academic benefits. A survey 
of teachers across the U. S. and Canada shows having a pet in 
the classroom can help teach students empathy, respect and 

responsibility for living things, and boost leadership skills. Middle 
School students in Katie Aiello’s science class, recently welcomed two 
new classroom pets, Mojo and JoeJoe. This pair of four-month-old male 
gerbils were obtain through a grant from Pets in the Classroom, an 
educational grant program that provides financial support to teachers 
to purchase and maintain small animals in the classroom. “Gerbils 
are very similar to hamsters, but also different in several ways,” said 
Katie. They both come from the rodent family and mainly eat the 
same foods…however, their social needs are quite different. Gerbils are 
very social and can live in families with up to 20 members. They can 
become depressed if they are left in a solitary environment. Gerbils 
are nocturnal like hamsters, but tend to be more active during the day. 
We are looking forward to spending time observing, caring for, and 
learning more about our new classroom pets.” 

Algorithms in sCoding

Upper students in Jennie Donaldson’s in coding class kicked 
off the semester learning about algorithms in coding. A 
programming algorithm is a computer procedure that is a lot 

like a recipe (called a procedure) and tells your computer precisely 
what steps to take to solve a problem or reach a goal. The ingredients 
are called inputs, while the results are called the outputs. Students 
went over the history of symbols in algorithms and learned about 
good naming conventions for variables. Senior level students are also 
beginning to work on learning the Linux operating system this semester 
along with the study of Microsoft Visual Studios. 

Manipulating Math

In mathematics education, a manipulative is an object which is 
designed so that a learner can perceive some mathematical concept 
by manipulating it, hence its name. The use of manipulatives 

provides a way for children to learn concepts through hands-on 
experience. These concrete objects facilitate children’s understanding 
of important math concepts, then later help them link these ideas 
to representations and abstract ideas. Middle School students, used 
manipulatives to learn about long division with remainders. To 
understand how this concept applies concretely, the students played 
a game that involved splitting blocks into equal groups and seeing 
how many were leftover. The students then had to work with their 
team to come up with a long division equation to represent their 
blocks mathematically. This allowed the students to draw connections 
between numerical division and math in real life, which was especially 
fun when they pretended that the blocks were cookies or money. 
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Long-time MSA staff member, Margaret Brito (left), catches up with 
Lauren Worley (nee Crowley, 2006) pictured with her husband 
Mike, and son Bridger . 

Pictured are Lucas Hennings, Zac Johnson, Noah Mawad, and Jansen 
Jones wearing their necklaces and displaying their art work .

PreUpper student, Bella Chapman, learns how to properly utilize a microscope . 

Some of MSA’s first graduates attended the event .

2017 Alumni  
Holiday Party

On December 16, over seventy MSA graduates attended 
our first Alumni holiday party. A great time was had by 
all as everyone caught up with old friends and teachers. 

We enjoyed seeing so many former students and look forward to 
getting together again in December, 2018. 

100 Days of Loving 
School

February 14 was a very special day in the Lower School. Not only 
was it Valentine’s Day, but it was also the 100th day of school. 
Lower School teacher Branigan Hughes’s class celebrated this 

day with many fun, hands-on activities. The students counted to 100 by 
ones, fives, and tens. They made a pennant flag about how they are 100 
days smarter, played BINGO, made an art project with 100 hearts, and 
sorted candy hearts into 10 groups of 10 to make 100. They even made 
edible necklaces out of 100 Froot Loops. To celebrate Valentine’s Day, 
all of the Lower School students exchanged Valentine’s Day cards and 
gathered together to watch “A Charlie Brown Valentine’s Day” movie. 
What a fun-loving day! 

The Microscopic World

With so many staff and students getting sick, it’s a great 
opportunity to learn more about the microscopic world. 
After reviewing what they previously learned about cells, 

PreUpper students ventured into the realm of viruses and bacteria. 
They also learned about vaccines, antibiotics, and how effective their 
immune system is against microscopic invaders. Students enhanced 
their learning by visiting a special exhibit at the Fernbank Museum of 
Natural History, The Secret World Inside of You, to get an interactive 
experience about the world of microbes. 
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Author and 
Speaker Visits 
Mill Springs

In an effort to help teenagers make 
safe and informed choices, the 
Counseling Department secured 

author J. Tom Morgan to come 
and speak to our students (grades 
7-12). J. Tom Morgan wrote the 
book, Ignorance is No Defense: A 
Teenager’s Guide to Georgia Law. Morgan is a highly 
respected former prosecutor and experienced trial lawyer in Georgia. 
His book provides straightforward information and valuable insights to 
help teenagers avoid violating the law and avoid being victims of crime. 
Through real-life examples, Morgan explained Georgia laws to students 
in an easy-to-understand language. With a primary focus on criminal 
laws, he focused not only on what the law requires, but also teens’ rights 
under the law. 

Seniors Enact  
“Death of a Salesman”

As a part of preparing for their senior presentations in late 
March, Composition instructor Shilpee Kathuria, wanted 
the Seniors to practice their public speaking skills while also 

learning a classic of American literature, Arthur Miller’s Pulitzer-Prize 
winning play, “Death of a Salesman”. “The play examines the illusory 
and mercurial quality of the American dream as interpreted in the post 
WWII era,” said Shilpee. “I thought it would be a great confidence 
builder if students could practice acting out the play in front of their 
classmates. This also provided an opportunity for them to learn about 
a very important time in history and how real, every day people 
experienced it”. Senior Nate Foster shared, “I found the play very 
interesting because it flowed very well and it goes back into history, 
showing us a different time.” 

Jose Olivieri (Charley), Steven Slaymaker (Biff Loman), Paige Norris 
(Willy Loman), Trevor Bush (Happy Loman), and Jessica Kornheiser 
(Linda Loman) participate in acting out “Death of a Salesman” in front 
of a projection of the original Broadway set .

Cooper Casdia and Evan Sycks excited about their find .

Scavenger Hunt

Middle School students recently completed their Book 
Scavenger Hunt, a game based on the book by Jennifer 
Chambliss. Each student chose a book which was then 

catalogued on a website. They then found a hiding place somewhere on 
campus—securing permission of the classroom teacher, administrator, 
etc., and then hid their books. Afterward they wrote codes and ciphers 
to direct others to the locations where books were hidden. During 
Friday Clubs, students braved the pouring rain to run around campus 
and search for their books. “Once they found a book, they could go 
online and register the book and make a comment,” said Middle School 
teacher, Gretchen Beck. “Everyone was very enthusiastic and each one 
took home a new book to keep.” 

SAVE THE DATE
20th Annual 
Tee-off for Technology 
Golf Tournament

April 30, 2018
@ White Columns Country Club
(300 Clubhouse Drive, 30004)

For more information and to register, please 
visit www.millsprings.org/golftourney
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Guests at this years Mustang Mardi Gras also enjoyed having their photos 
taken by a professional photographer . 

Kind and inspirational phrases posted on the ‘wall of kindness’ outside the 
MSA library .

Pictured is sophomore Zack Peppers completig a transaction with 
instructor, Maria Gonzalez .

Mustang 
Mardi Gras

The Parent Volunteer 
Association held its annual 
fundraiser, The Mustang Mardi 

Gras, on February 10th at Naylor Hall in Roswell. Over 120 
people attended this year’s event which featured delicious food, an 
open bar, and live music by “Shack” and his band. Both a silent and live 
auction were held, as well as a raffle, wine pull and the super fun and 
always entertaining game of “Heads or Tails”. One hundred percent of 
the proceeds from the fundraiser will be put towards the next MSA 
Capital Campaign which will include a new Fine Arts Building. 
“Planning is already underway for next year…we can’t wait to see you 
there,” said PVA President, Rose Hale.  

Kindness in the Library

February has become a month focused on celebrating love, 
diversity, and acceptance. As such, Lower School students 
visiting the library during February listened to stories about 

kindness and acceptance. They then used these experiences as a 
springboard for making a ‘wall of kindness’ in the hallway near the 
library entrance. On the display, students wrote inspirational, sweet, 
and thoughtful things on post-it notes for their community to read 
when they come visit the library. It’s no surprise our students know 
exactly how to make someone feel special! Here are some of the kind 
words they shared:
“You are awesome!” — Noah Mawad, 1st grade
“Believe .” — Preston Bonham, 2nd grade
“Do the best you can do!” — Max Young, 3rd grade
“Be Confident . If you are kind to others, they will be kind to you .” 
— Eli Jutan, 4th grade

Pulguero Latino  
(Latin Flea Market)

Upper students in Spanish II recently participated in a 
“Pulguero Latino” (Latin flea market), giving them an 
opportunity to practice the grammar and vocabulary they 

learned during the first semester. In preparation, students brought in 
five items of their choosing to sell to their peers in other classes. They 
then wrote a description for each item, determined an appropriate 
sales price in US dollars, and used real-life exchange rates to sell their 
items with Colombian pesos. “This exercise helped students practice 
their conversational and written skills as they bargained for items and 
persuaded others in buying and selling items,” said Spanish teacher, 
Maria Gonzalez. “It was a unique assignment involving a hands-on real 
world experience.” 
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SPORTS

Swimming

The mighty Mustangs swim team (AquaStangs) competed in 
the AAC Championship Swim Meet against swimmers from 
Howard and Cottage Schools. All the energy and excitement 

of a Championship Meet was on full display as the Mustangs faced 
very tough competition. In the end, the Mustangs were able to capture 
their third straight AAC Championship Title by prevailing with an 
overall team score of: MSA–235, Cottage–209, and Howard–148. 
This was another amazing team victory by an ever-increasing list of 
AAC opponents. Although there were many outstanding individual 
performances, PreUpper student Logan Vladick was able to capture the 
men’s Individual High Point Award. The High Point Award goes to the 
single swimmer who scores the most points in their individual events. 
Congratulations to the AquaStangs on a job well done representing 
Mill Springs!!! 

Wrestling

MSA’s wrestling team had another amazing season, taking 
first place in both the AAC Division and the AAA GISA 
Region. Senior Jake Martin placed fourth in State at 172 lbs., 

finishing his career as a two-time state place winner. However, what’s 
even more amazing is that MSA’s own 145-pounder, Tyler Lillard, 
shocked the wrestling world by winning the GISA State High School 
Championship as an 8th grader. “No one works harder or deserves 
it more than this kid,” said Coach John Hanrahan. “He eats and 
breathes wrestling and competes with unbridled passion. Tyler defeated 
three former State Champs en route to his Title and finished off the 
Championship with a 1st period fall.” Special thanks to team mom, 
Tina Martin-Lillard, for all her support this season. 

Varsity Girls Basketball 

Congratulations to the 2018 Varsity Girls Basketball Team on 
another successful campaign. The Lady Mustangs finished 4th 
overall in both the regular season and AAC Tournament. “I 

was very proud of how this team handled their day to day business,” 
said Coach Phil Hanson. “Every day they came to practice ready to 
work hard, improved daily, and competed strong.” Led by two-time 
AAC All Star Carly Mulligan, AAC All Star Tatum Gordon, AAC All 
Star Nominee Camille Michael, Madison Taylor, Emily Hyman, Luisa 
Gorgoll, and Elena Cardozo, the Lady Mustangs made great strides 
throughout the year.  

MSA’s 2018 championship swim team . 

AAC All Star, Tatum Gordon, commands the ball as she dribbles past an 
opponent from the Howard School .

WINTER 2018

GISA High School State Champion, Tyler Lillard (right), with MSA 
wrestling coach, John Hanrahan . 

12 Mill Springs Academy Matters
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Varsity Boys Basketball

The Varsity Boys Basketball Team improved immensely and 
played their best basketball down the stretch, finishing 
the regular season with a record of 4-11 and taking 4th 

place in AAC tournament. “The team showed great resolve,” 
said Coach Phil Hanson. “Unfortunately, the season ended 
a couple of weeks too soon. However, I am very proud of the 
way we bounced back from adversity, and through a collective 
commitment to be our best, we have the potential for a very 
bright future. Thanks so much to our parents, faculty/staff, 
Headmaster Robert Moore, and many others  
too numerous to name.” 

Junior Jack Hurtsellers, takes a free-throw shot in a game against 
Lyndon Academy .

Homecoming Court/
Kings & Queens
Congratulations to Mill Springs Academy’s 
2018 Homecoming Court and  
Kings & Queens. 

COURT REPRESENTATIVES
CommArts | Nic Allen & Bella Rousseaux, Trevor Bush & Emily Kane
Freshman Class | Abigail Kalden & Channing Allen
Sophomore Class | Catie Claire Coyle & Tyler Goodwin
Junior Class | Jin Butler & Jacobi Garrett
Senior Class | Kiyah Sherman & Jake Martin

KINGS & QUEENS

Upper School | Kiyah Sherman & Jake Martin

CommArts | Trevor Bush & Emily Kane

www.millsprings.org



14 Mill Springs Academy Matters WINTER 2018

Rich and Cathy Abram
Caroline Abruzese
Tom and Karen Adair
Tom and Jean Adair
Hayley Adams
Michael and Kim Adams
Sam Adams
Waseem and Huma Ahmed
Katie Hadaway Aiello
Air-Right Services  

of Georgia, Inc.
Winston Ali
Garon and Gail Allen
Ivan and Blain Allen
Leah Allen
Hunter and Robin Altland
LaToyia Armstead
Laura and Lakesha Armstrong
Xavier and Leah Ashe
Howard and Colleen Austin
Bennett Axelrod and Arlene 

Able-Axelrod
Tim and Leigh Ann Ayres
Heather Bailey
Victor Balaban and  

Jamie Weisman
Sam and Dana Banks
Sandra Banks
Janice Barton
David and Stacey Baum
Al and Jan Beaupre
Gretchen and Peter Beck
Mark and Jodi Beck
Patsy and Firman Beckwith
Chris and Tressa Bell
James Benjamin
Gregory and Marcia Bennett
Alice Bentley
Gil Benton
Kathy Benton
Thomas Berg
Bonnie Bergstresser

Abe and Marlene Besser
Perry and Bridget Binder
Paul Bisacca and Colleen 

Garrick-Bisacca
Greg and Amy Bodeep
Sam and Judy Boghosian
Jon and Liz Bolander
Joe and Sherri Bollinger
Russell and Jill Bonds
Preston and Sarah Bonham
Wilson and Marianne Borden
Will and Jackie Border
Rich Breitkopf and 

Judith Wellen
Margaret Brito
Alan and Vicki Bronfman
Darrin and Tara Bronfman
Peter and Toni Brookner
Charlie and Olga Brown
Jeff and Traci Brown
Robert and Lisa Brown
Vernon and Janice Brown
Yvonne Buchberger
Rob and Lynn Buck
Robert and Carolyn Bullard
Joan Burns
Oliver and Karel Burns
Bill and Cindy Burroway
Farrel and Ilana Burstein
Derek and Mindy Bush
Darryl Butler and  

Karen Ferguson
Jacob and Molly Caines
Michael and Erin Callahan
Wayne Carey and  

Yvonne Satterwhite
Michael and Bre Carlson
Carlyle Fraser Employee 

Benefits Fund
Lee and Marianne Carr
Chris and Cat Casdia
Frank and Pat Cervasio

Nicholas and Margaret Ceto
Bob and Nell Chambers
Brandyn Chapman
Heidi Chisholm
Bruce Clayton
Jennifer Cloy
Ed and Jill Coco
Frances and Greg Connor
West Connor
Astrid Cortez
Michael Cowan
Fred Coyle
John and Cheri Coyle
John and Lori Craven
Chad and Sheri Crawford
John Crisp and Sharon Odell
Tom and Martha Dalluge
Roderick David and  

Stephanie Price-David
Angela Davis
Elizabeth Davis
Jeff and Elaine Davis
John and Valerie Davis
Lee and Shewjen Davis
Doug and Janis Day
Susan Day and  

Jonathan Easterling
Michael and Darla DeRosa
Jorge Diaz and Karen Hallock
Larry and Karen Domenico
Jennie and Joseph Donaldson
Mike and Kim Dore
Bill and Stuart Dougherty
Jay and Debbie Drew
Dawn Dudra
Jamie and Angela Dukes
LeRoy and Maryanne Durnell
Jae and Lee Ann Early
Jodi Easter-Smith and  

Bruce Smith
Benjamin and Kristen Eiler

Jon Eisenstat and  
Ashli Breen-Eisenstat

Wallis and Dede Elliott
Brittany Emge
Dan and Kristy English
Frederick and Anna Erdle
Jamie and Valerie Fambrough
Tony and Barbara Farmer
David and Deidre Fisher
Sheila and John FitzGerald
Janet and Scott Ford
Jim and Laura Foster
Jean Fraser
Jill Fredo
Peter and Linda Fredo
Lance and Susan Friedland
Gary and M’Neil Fudge
Lillian Furlow
Ashit and Alicia Gandhi
Mike and Laura Garguilo
Gerry and Sue Garrick
Dan and Nancy Garrison
Andy and Margie Gelernter
Bryan and Leslie Gersack
Billy and Patty Gibson
Eerik and Laurie Giles
Jerry and Pat Ginger
Larry and Gailynn Gluth
Michael Goltze
Andrew and Ginny Gomez
Maria Gonzalez
Bill and Joan Goodhew
John Goodhew
Kate Goodhew
Todd and Lauren Gordon
Esteban and Jennifer Gorgoll
Michael and Meredith Griffeth
Scott and Susan Grunwald
Jaime Gutierrez
Randy and Lynn Guyton
Paul Hagedorn
Brad and Tracy Hahn

Robert and Barbara Halbert
Hampton and Rosanne Hale
Joyce H. Hale-Silberstein
Alice Hall
Blake and Jennifer Hall
Lamar and Arista Hall
Phil Hanson
Billy and Whitney Harper
Ann Hartin
Andy and Anna Hartman
Valerie Hartman
Jack Hartrampf
Jeanne Harvey
Billy and Erin Harvin
William and Sue Harvin
Cheri and Jim Harwood
Michael and Kari Haverland
Kris Hawksworth
Markham Healey and  

Angela Turbeville
Ruth Healey
Tom and Lee Healey
Cynthia Heath
Todd and Terri Hecker
David Helsper and  

Jamison Jeffers
Charles and Amber Henderson
Todd and Christie Hennings
Joey and Wendy Henslee
Josh Hersko
Alex and Molly Hill
Eslyn Hinmon
Jay and Denise Holloway
Michael and Vicky Holt
Jack and Leah Horton
Jay and Vicki Hudson
Jim Hudson
Anthony and Hilary Hughes
Branigan and James Hughes
Elizabeth Hughes
Jim and Christine Hurtsellers
Barry and Sylvia Hyman

A N N UA L  F U N D  2 0 1 7 – 2 0 1 8
The Annual Fund is the most important gift our parents, board, and 
faculty/staff are asked to make to the school each year.

THIS YEAR’S GOALS ARE:
• Raise $300,000
•  Receive 100% participation from our entire school family  

(parents, board, faculty/staff )
Please join the following list of families and individuals who have already 
shown their support to the school by making your cash gift or pledge 
today by logging onto millsprings.org/AF 

REMEMBER … participation means a gift of any size!
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Lisa and Michael Imsand
Scott and Pamela Izenberg
Nellie and Ronald Jackson
Steve and Wendy Jensen
Tracy Jensen
Marie Jimenez
Nick and Laura Johnson
Stan and Cristy Johnson
Bill and Cammi Jones
Brent and Suzanne Jones
Juliet Jones
Laurie and Will Jones
Taniah Jones
Seth and Sheila Jutan
Karen Kaiser
Jeanie Kalden
Katy Kane and Keith Rateliff
Stuart and Beth Kane
David and Courtney Kaplan
Gary and Ivy Kaplan
Shilpee Kathuria
David Katz
Kode and Susan Kaufman
Jeffrey and Melissa Keane
Christopher and Leah Kemple
Eric Khong
Jamie Kiely and  

Gloria Alvarez-Kiely
Mark and Erika King
Nina King
Fran Kirby
Martin and Bobbie Kite
Bob and Jennifer Klein
Andy and Lori Kogoy
Michael and Chari Kornheiser
Kaustubh and Vidya Kubde
Mike and Janice Kuhn
Steve and Deb Kushnick
Rachel Lamp’l
Aimee Landry
David and Leslie Langford
Ronald Lanzo
Andy and Helaine Lasky
Yueh Fang Lee
Steve Leeds and  

Temme Barkin-Leeds
Sally A. LeFevre
Scott and Ashley Lenox
Mark and Nancy Lesser
Donald Lewis
Stephen and Tamu Lewis
Eva Lewis
Jay and Lisa Liban

Tina Lillard
Mike and Heather Lober
José López-Zeno and  

Nora Sandoval
Hunter and Laura Losson
The Louise and  

Brett Samsky Foundation
Velma Love
Greg and Deborah Low
John and Lara Lueder
Jason and Stephanie Mack
Charles and Gale MacNeill
Jason Maeroff and  

Deanna Jordan
Norman and Rachel Maeroff
Andrew and Kim Maichle
Michael and Lisa Mallady
Barry and Suzanne Mansell
Bill and Anita Marco
Richard and Colleen Marshall
Brian and Clare Martin
Julie Martin
Gary and Rebekah Martin-Fong
Wayne and Ann Mason
Daniel and Jessica McAllister
James and Anna McAllister
Jed and Julia McClure
Glenn and Chrysan McCoin
Walter McCreary and  

Sammye Brown
Toby and Lori McCullers
Donald and Jennifer McDonald
Kate and Don McElliott
Patrick and Tammy McHugh
Samuel and Audrey Meline
Steve Micham and  

Alice Micham
Chelsea Michelson
Tom and Shelley Middleton
Alicia Miller
Bob and Addie Ann Monette
Robert Moore
Thomas Moore
Reuven Moses and  

Shoshi Reingold
Dennis and Heather Mostyn
Erin Muehlhausen
Martha A. Muir
Keith and Kathy Muma
Paul and Suzanne Murphree
James and Robin Murphy
Dan and Angel Murr
Matthew Murr

Trevor Murr
Stuart and Laura Murray
Bill and Neely Musgrave
Narayan and Laxmi Naik
Van and Angela Nanney
Carissa and Kevin Nelson
John and Angela Nemesh
Mike and Sue Nemesh
Regina Newman
Judy and Jim Norris
Mark and Debbi O’Brien
John and Frances O’Brien
Bob and Ren Ogryzek
José and Rosemar Olivieri
Tom and Amy Olney
Adam and Amy Orkin
Dale and Gwendolyn Orred
Matt and Susan Orred
Joydi Ovalle
David and Shelley Padgett
Jim and Kathy Papasidero
Matt Parkey
Bryan and Amy Parsons
Matt Partain and  

Yoke Ching Wong
Scott and Amy Peeples
Marko and Kimberlie Pekez
Milan and Desa Pekez
Phil and Angie Peppers
Will and Celeste Pittman
Bill and Martha Porter
Glenn and Joanne Prince
Publix Super Markets  

Charities, Inc.
Shawn and Tracey Rae
Mark and Nancy Rafuse
Vaidehi and Murthy Rallapalli
Mary and Felipe Ramirez
Robert and Juani Randolph
Eric and Chrissie Reed
Elizabeth Regas
Brian Reilly and Lisa Gunther
Ed and Eileen Reitler
Barbara Reynolds
Russell and Lisa Reynolds
Tony and Sara Rich
Mary Rinaldi-Winn
Lavone Rippeon
Dean and Gail Robb
Natalie Roberts
Adam Robinson
Al and Becky Robinson
Jarvis and Lenarda Robinson

Craig and Angelia Robson
Patrick and Heather Rose
Eric and Stacey Rothberg
Ruth S. Rothchild
Rick and Carol Rothschild
Mike and Ruth Rousseaux
Martin and Cindy Salzman
James and JoAnn Sampson
Susan and Errol Sanders
Ralph and Edith Satterwhite
Brian and Marcia Schiff
Brian and Jody Schiltz
Nick and Susan Schiltz
Mike, Ingrid and  

Steffie Schneider
Dana Schneiderman
Tracy Schutz
Mark and Shannon Scobee
Akgun and Muge Seckiner
Bryan Sellers
Kara Sepulveda
Nimesh and Regina Shah
Pat and Patricia Shannon
Carolyn Shapiro
Sean and Carol Sheridan
Elke and Manny Silva
Kaylee Simmons
Helen Singer
Bob and Beryle Slayden
Frank and Judith Slaymaker
Stephen and Susan Slifer
Brad and Brandi Smallwood
Andrew Smith
Brenda and Geoff Smith
Courtney and Russell Smith
Dan and Rhonda Smith
David and Caroline Smith
Leila and Rusty Smith
Michael and Tove Smith
Stephen and Melisa Smith
Mark and Heather Snell
Jason Soriano and  

Hikaru Sahara
Diane Sprous
Christopher and  

Christine Stanley
Mark and Lyn Stephens
Dick and Lou Stormont
Richard and Lauren Stormont
Todd and Lisa Stroup
Carlos Suarez and  

Rebecca Wassong
Charlie and Nell Sutlive

Nathan and Janell Sycks
Gary and Celynda Tadlock
Mike and Carla Tarrant
Jim and Jere Tate
Patrick and Valerie Taylor
Robert and Renee Taylor
Barry and Sharron Thomas
Jimmy and Erin Thomas
Cindy Thorne
Carolyn Thornton
Maeve Thorpe
Roberto Tijerina
Cynthia Traylor and  

Daniel Deleveaux
Junichi and Masayo Tsuto
Kris and Jane Turnbull
William and Molly Turner
Paul and Peggy Turnquist
Todd and Jodi Turnquist
Uko and Jane Ukoh
Michael and Sheryl Van Aken
Bruce and Ellen Varnum
Meggie Velasco
Ron and Laura Vladick
Howard and Kathy Waits
Johnny Walker
Brenda Wallace
John and Caroline Wallace
Mitch and Patti Wallace
Robert and Eleanor Walls
Mike and Sherry Weaver
Jerry and Sharon Weicken
Evan and Nancy Weisman
Larry and Melissa Weiss
Bob and Anita Wellen
Brandon Weseman
Rosanne Weston
Rodger and Michelle Weyant
Angela White
Chip and Stormy White
Sharon White
Adam and Shannon Wickley
Joe and Jacquie Wickley
William B. Orkin  

Foundation, Inc.
Gregory and Katie Winokur
Harold and Roberta Wittcoff
Shawn and Denise Woodall
Mark and Julie Woods
John Wutschel
Jan Zant

MSA Matters reflects the collective work of various MSA Faculty and Staff as well as the student writers and photographers 
involved with various student publications. All of Mill Springs’ official publications can be accessed through our website by 
visiting www. millsprings.org/news.
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Success in SCHOOL … Success in LIFE

MILL SPRINGS ACADEMY
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If a student can’t learn the way we teach…we should teach the way a student can learn .


